
Types of Inquiry

Structured Inquiry
Teacher chooses the topic 
and steps
Students work through 
the problem together 
with the teacher
Teacher leads all aspects 
of the inquiry
Everyone does the same 
activity

Controlled Inquiry
Teacher selects the topic 
and questions
Teacher finds the 
resources students use to 
answer questions
Students explore teacher 
generated questions with 
teacher chosen resources
Generally students 
complete the same final 
activity

Guided Inquiry
Teacher chooses the topic 
and questions
Students decide what 
resources to use and how 
to show their 
understanding

Open Inquiry
Students choose topic and 
product



Types Of Inquiry

Open Inquiry

Guided Inquiry

Controlled Inquiry

Structured Inquiry

•Students choose topic and product
•Least teacher influence
•Greatest student input

•Teacher chooses the topic and questions
•Students decide what resources to use and how to show their understanding

•Teacher selects the topic and questions
•Teacher finds the resources students use to answer questions
•Students explore teacher generated questions with teacher chosen resources
•Generally students complete the same final activity

•Teacher chooses the topic and steps
•Students work through the problem together with the teacher
•Teacher leads all aspects of the inquiry
•Everyone does the same activity
•Most teacher direction
•Least student input


